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(Pan extra sheet, of eight pages, as supplemen- 
tary to the last number, accompanies the present— 
that the documents relating to Spain, now happily 
concluded, may not be interrupted, the miscellane- 
ous matter in this sheet is thrown back to page 280. 


We shall hereafter, we hope, have a little room; 


and be enabled to dispose of and to discuss several 
things in which. we feel deeply interested. 
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(Relations with Spain—continued from page 272. ) 
may correctly estimate the conjectures to which it 
‘will give birth in the United States, from what is 
passing here. You, perhaps, are not yet to learn, 
that the delay of the last month has given rise, at 
the seat of his majesty’s government, among his 
ewn subjects, to the most monstrous and absurd 
suppositions. Among the subjects of Spain, those 
who best know the integrity of the king, and the 
purity of his councils, it is asserted that an act, re- 
quired by the policy of this government, essential 
to the interests of this kingdom, and demanded by 
the honor of the king, will not be performed. Yes, 
sir, the king is calumniated in his very capital by a 
most unjust surmise, that there will be a refusal to 
do that which the reputation of Spain requires; that 
which Spain dare not refuse to do. Your excellency 
will not understand this as threatening his majasty’s 
government with the consequences whith might 





ensue from the resentment of the United States, if 


it were possible for Spain to act in this business with 
bad faith. Threats are used by conscious weakness, 
not by conscious strength. I know too well the 
abundant resources, the expanding power, the 
youthful vigor of my country, to degrade her cha- 
racter by using language unworthy of it—if not by 
my respect for Spain, I should be prevented by the 
fear of the deserved resentment of my own country; 
I should not easily be forgiven for condescending to 
say how she would punish an act of perfidy, It is 
by her acts, and not by the railings of her ministers, 
that she will be known to those who violate the 
faith pledged to her. But there is this, which a just 
government will more cautiously avoid than even 
the well-founded resentment of a powerful nation— 
the degradation of conscious baseness. No wise 
king will dare to do an act which would deprive 
him of the respect of all nations, sully the reputa- 
tion of his kingdom in the eyes of the civilized 
world, and deprive his people of the strongest in- 
centive to virtuous exertions, under every dispen- 
sation of heaven—the confidence in the integrity o 
their government. If, even in Spain, unjust sur. 
mises «nd unfounded mistrusts are entertained, your 
exoellency, recollecting the lately subsided irrita- 
tions of long-continued disputes with the govern- 
ment of his majesty, will not be surprised that, in 
the United States, the same cause should produce, 
not suspicions, but firm convictions of the intention 
of this government to disappoint the expectations 
reposed in its good faith. I know full well that, 
in two months, the act of the exchange of ratifica- 
tions will prove, that these harsh convictions bave 
been hastily and incorrectly formed; but the im- 
_pression of them may remain, and the motive for 
the delayed exchange may be misunderstood. I 
have used every effort to avertit, but in vain. If my 
Var. XVIL. 19. 





apprehensions should not be realized, I shall hearti 
ly rejoice. ve 

It only remains for me to say, in this last note that 
I shall address your excellency on this subject, that 
whenever his majesty directs you to exchange the 
ratification of the treaty of the 22d of February, 
1819, I am prepared, at any period before the 22d 
of August, on the part of my government, to per: 
form that ceremony. 

I renew to your excellency, whom may God pre- 
serve, the full assurance of my perfect respect. 

[Signed] JOHN FORSYTH. 


TRANSLATION. | 
Don Manuel Gonzales Sulinon to Ur Forsyth. 

Sin—I duly received the note you were pleased 
to address to me, dated the 21st of June last, in 
answer to that which I had the honor to write to 
you on the 19thof the same month, being my reply 
to your notes of the 8th of May and 4th of June, 
requesting the speedy ratificationand exchange of 
the treaty, lately concluded at Washington, on tie 
22d February, of the present year, between his 
majesty, the king, my master, and your govern- 
ment. 

in my said reply, I confined myself to stating to 
you that his majesty, having taken that important 
subject into his most serious consideration, had 
found it indispensably necessary to examine the 
treaty with the utmost caution and redection before 
he proceeded to ratify it. 

In your answer you express your surprise at the 
delay attending a transaction which, having been 
already thoroughly discussed, could requite no 
renewed examination of iis final and definitive 
decision; and the more so, as the circumstances 
which lead to it, had experienced no change, with 
either party. You proceed to develope, at length, 
the injurious effect that, in yous opinion, must be 
produced by the delay of the Spanish governine:t 
in concluding this affair, and also of the disagreeable 
consequences that you foresee must result from that 
delay; and you conclude, by stating that whenever 
his Catholic majesty shall please to authorise me 
to exchange the ratifications of the treaty of 22d 
February, 1819, you are ready to execute that act 
on behalf of your government, at any time prior to 
the date of the 22d of August. 

It would have been desirable if you had confined 
yourself, in your said note, to expressing your sur- 
prise, and that of your government, at the delay, on 
the part of Spain, in terminating by her ratifica- 
tion, an affair which, according to the intention of 
both, was to be considered as. concluded, and to 
earnestly requesting the exchange of the same; py ’ 
which the wishes of your government, and one of 
the principal objects of your arrival at this court, 
would be accomplished. 

Thus, it is to be supposed, that you would have 
only conformed to the instructions which you will 
probably receive from your government; and, there- 
fore, otiier expressions and phrases you have used in 
your note, eannot fail toappear very extraordinary, 
which your ardent zeal for the interest of your nia- 
tion has, doubtless, prompted you to employ, but 








in which you have been carried further than realiy 
could have keen wished, 
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_ The expressions and phrases alluded to, which 
i refrain from otherwise specifving, are, to say 
the least, entirely superfiuous, and, consequently, 
foreign to the subject in question; they have, there- 


fore, surprised the more, as, in no possible case, can, 


they be applicable to the Spanish government, or 
to its agents. Convinced of the rectitude and jus- 
tice of its rights, and of those ever prescribed by 
the bounds of moderation, it never has, in its com-. 
munications, permitted itself to goto such extremes 
as would justify the proceeding now adverted to. 

There would be much to remark upon a styie so 
tinusual in diplomatic communications, and still less 
conformable to the sentiments of mutual friendship 
and harmony, which should exist between the two 
governme::ts of Spain and the United States of 
America, as well as of those which, as its representa: 
tive, you are in a situation to express; but I shall 
abstain from any particular detail or comment upon 
your expressions, and confine myself merely to 
declare to you, as I have already done, the extreme 
surprise produced by that part ef the contents of 
your note. . 

I am, at the same time, authorised by the king, 
my master, to inform you that, having deliberately 
weighed the important subject which forms tiie 
principal object of your communication, he is of 
opinion, that a final decision cannot be taken there- 
upon, without previousiy entering into several ex- 
planations with the government of the United 
States, to some of which your goveinment has given 
Tise. 

His majesty has, therefore, been pleased to 
charge, with his full confidence, a person possessing 
all the qualifications necessary for bringing this 
interesting trust ‘to a happy conclusion, who will 
forthwith make known to the United States his ma- 
jesty’s intentions on this point, in order that, all 
obstacles being removed on the one side and cleared 
up on the other, all the doubts which have arisen 
mav be done away, and a full and satisfactory ac- 
complishment given to the earnest desire which 
has animated the king, my master, on this subject, 
which certainly has uniformly been to see the friend- 
ship and good understanding, subsisting between 
both governments, established on the most solid 
basis, and secured against future chances of inter- 
ruption. | 

His Catholic majesty persuades himself that the 
government of the United States, in accordanse 
with these principles aud sentiments, far from re- 
fusing to admit these new explanations, will cheer- 
fiily receive them, as a proof of the good faith and 
frankness of th-> conduct of Spain; and that they will 
accede to her views, by promoting also, on their 
part, the speedy conclusion of an affair productive 
of the mutual advantage of both powers. 

I offer, &c. &e. 

[Signed] MANUEL GONZALES SALMON. 
Madrid, 10th August, 1819 





Jr. Forsyth to Sen. Den Manuel Gonzales Salmon, 
acling secretary of state, Gc. &ec. 
Mapnip, 12th Avevsr, 1819. 

Sir—I received, this morning, your officio of the 
10th instant. Some of the expressions of the note 
which I had the honor to present to his majesty’s 
government, on the 21st of June last, appear to 
have given offence. As you have not specified the 
particular pirases or expressions which are con- 
sidered censurable, I can only say that it was far 
either from my wish or intention to treat his ma- 
jesty’s government with disrespect, or to use terms 
ealculated to interrupt the harmony and good 


understanding which ought to exist between it and 
the United States. I came here instructed by the 
president, and animated by the warmest wishes, to 
strengthen, not to weaken, the almost broken 
bands of amity by which the two nations are still 
united. I can but regret that, in my zeal to pro- 
mote this great object, Lhave used language capable 
of being misunderstood. You will consider that 
this regret does not spring from a conviction that 
the coustruction put upon my note is just. So far 
from admitting this, 1 must insist there is nothing 
contained in it which, if rightly interpreted, could 
be deemed objectionable; and I cannot but indulge 
the belief that the language has been held offensive, 
not from its genuine and original import, but from 
some fatality in its application. As to the remarks 
you have been pleased to make that these unusual 
expressions were idle, (ociosos) not pertinent to the 
business in question, and not common in diplomatic 
communications, they are not sufficiently important 
to merit a distinct reply. The two first it is not the 
province of his majesty’s government to reprove; 
to my own government I look for approbation or 
censure. ‘There is no doubt that the pertinency 
of the matters referred to, will not escape its 
penetration. Should I be convicted of the offence 
ot departing from the ordinary diplomatic stile, ft 
shall find abundant consolation in the consciousness 
of having expressed just sentiments in simple terms, 
The course pursued by the government of his Catho- 
lic majesty, and intended to be persisted in, as 
indicated by your note, is much more likely to 
disturb the harmony of the two nations, than the 
intemperate zeal of the representatives or agents 
of cither. On the 22d of February, the convention 
was signed at Washington, by Mr. Adams and the 
chevalier de Onis. In April a copy of it was re- 
ceived in Spain from the messenger sent by the 
Spanish minister from America. It is not neces- 
sary to remind you, that the satisfaction of this go- 
vernmentin the termination of this important busi- 
ness was marked by the distribution of honors in 
the gift of the crown, to persons very remotely 
connected with the transaction. What has pro- 
duced the very surprising change in the opinions 
then entertained on this subject, is for you, sir, to 
explain, if you think proper, but is what 1 cannot 
imagine. On the 18th of May, immediately after 
my introduction to his majesty, the note of that day 
was delivered. It was therein stated that the treaty 
ratified by the United States was in Madrid, and an 
immediate exchange of ratifications was asked, that 
this important document might be sent to my go- 
vernment by a vessel of war bound in a short time 
from Cadiz to America: to this no reply was given. 
Under the expectation entertained from several 
conversations with the marquis de Casa Yrujo, the 
substance of which has been verbally stated to you, 
the vessel was detained in the port of Cadiz until 
the 2d of July. In this interval, the only com- 
munication received on this important subject, was 
your note of the 19th June, the purport of which 


with the deliberation and slowness demanded by 
its importance, to consider the subject of the trea- 
tv. On the 12th day of August his majesty’s go- 
vernment gives notice, by your note of the 10th, 
of its determination—to ratify’? no, sir, to send a 
person to Washington, possessing the confidence 
of the king, and having the necessary qualifications 
to terminate happily this affair. Can it have escaped 
the observation of this government, that this affair 
must terminate in ten days? While.a failure to 





resolve finishes the business ina few days, this go- 


was, that his majesty found it necessary to proceed- 
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vernment thinks that a definite resolution cannot 
be taken without first entering into various eX- 
planations with the United States, to some of which 
the government of the said states has given oc- 
casion. What circumstance in the history of this 
affair sustains the assurances that his majesty finds 
himse]f animated by the most vehement desires to 
preserve a good understanding with, and the friend- 
ship of, the United States? Is it the disappoint- 
ment of the rational anticip&tion, indulged in Ame- 
rica, that the treaty ratified by Spain would be 
carricd there in fhe ship of war Hornet?—The 
determination to send a messenger to the United 
States for explanations, at this period, when his 
voyage, as it regards the convention, must be 
useiess; and the only hope which can be entertained 
from it, isthata new negociation may be commenc- 
ed? A cifcumstance of especial weight, when tt is 
recolieeted that this messenger might have been 
sent tu Washington, the desired explanations might 
have been asked and given there prior to the 22d 
ef August, if the king your master had decided 
promptly on this course. Or isit in the inexplicable 
and studious avoidance of the natural order of pro- 
ceeding in a case of this kind, an application to the 
rainister of (he United-States near the court of his 
majeaty for these necessary explanations, when they 
might have been, possibly, long since given, and 
still may be given, before the period arrives when 
the convention of the 22d February ceases to be 
obligatory upon the partics to it. You will forgive 
me, sit, if l perceive in none of these circumstances 
indications of these vehement desires by which his 
majesty’s government is animated, to establish, on 
a solid basis, a good understanding with the United 
States, to which in the usual style of diplomatic 
communications you refer. Since, however, I am 
bound and most willing to believe their existence, 
although the conduct of Spain has a tendency ta 
force a different conviction upon the mind, allow 
me to suggest the only mode in which they can 
now be fully manifested and gratified. With that 
frankness and openness so honorable to all nations, 
and by which the Castilian character has been 
distinguished, disclose the difficulties that appear 
to interpese themselves to prevent the immediate 
conclusion of this affair. I am fully instructed by 
the government of my country upon the only point 
on which it ean have given a motive for explana- 
tions, and while I cannot imagine what others are 
wished for, I persuade myself that [ am so well 
possessed of its wishes and intentions as to be able 
to give full satisfaction to his majesty upon any 
part of the treaty, the elucidation of which may be 
desired. 
[ renew to you, sir, the assurances of my distin- 
guished consideration, : 


[Signed] JOHN FORSYTH. 





TRANSLATION, } 

Don Manuel Gonzules Sulmon to Mr. Forsyth. 

Srr—I have received the note you were pleased 
to address to me of the 12th instant, in answer to 
that which I had the honor to write to you on the 
ith, announcing the decision which theking my 
master had judged proper te adopt in relation to 
the treaty concluded at Washington between the 
government of Spain and the United States. 

In that note you begin by endeavoring to justify 


the meaning of the expressions contained in yours: 


of the 2lst June, which however appear not the 
less extraordinary and surprising, as I have already 
intimated to you. But, on thishead, I refer to what 
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note, by which the question will be considered as 
put at rest, and that on no account will it be 
agreeable to revive it. aot 
I therefore proceed at once to reply to the lead- 
ing object of your note; and I fiatter myself that 
my answer will convince you, on the one hand, 
that the government of his Catholic majesty could 
not observe a course different from that which it 
has taken on this occasion; and, on the other, that 
the determination of his majesty to adopt that 
course, is founded upon his earnest wish, as I have 
already stated to you, to establish the amicable 
relations of both our governments upon a secure 
and permanent basis. 

It is a fact of general notoriety, and must there- 
fore be well known to you, that, as soon as the 
treaty concluded between his Catholic majesty and 
the government of the United States was received 
here, and its stipulation became known, this im- 
|portant subject was then taken into the most seri- 
ous consideration by the king my master, as wel! to 
examine its provisions minutely, as to investigate the 
consequences to which it might give rise in relation 
to your government. From that time, this import- 
ant business has almost exciusively occupied the 
attention of the Spanish cabinet; amd it was not 
until after it had received the most mature delibera- 
tion, that his Catholic majesty resolved that no final 
decision could be taken uponit, without previously 
entering into various explanations and eclaircisse- 
ments with the government of the United States of 
America. 

Any other determ‘nation which might have been 
taken previous to this step, would have been, to 
say the least, precipitate, and exposed to the incon- 
veniences which it is wished to avoid; and especially 
not to leave the relations of good understanding 
re-established between both nations liable to inter- 
pretations, but to place them on solid and stable 
principles, as permanent as the sincere and per- 
fect friendship and harmony which it is desired to 
establish between the two governments. 

The explanations and eclaircissements desired 
by his majesty before a definitive resolution could 
be taken by him on the affair in question, are not 
ofa nature to be obtained by the means of a mes- 
senger despatched to the United States, and the 
answer to which could arrive here before the 22d 
of the present month; and still less by reason of 
the retreat of the minister plenipotentiary of his 
Catholic majesty, who, having made the treaty, 
and being thoroughly possessed of the whole course 
of the negociation, was best qualified to demand 
the explanations desired. Besides, it having been 
the uniform wish of his Catholic majesty to proceed 
with all possible care and circumspection in an af- 
fair of such moment, and having thus investigated 
it, asI have before stated to you, this circumstance 
could not have given occasion for the desputch of 
the messenger as intimated by you. 

Nor could the explanations alluded to.be enter- 
ed into here uncer existing circumstances, on ac- 
count of the want of time in the short space pro- 
posed by you. His majesty has therefore resolved 
to appoint a confidential person to preceed to the 
government of the United States for the purpose 
of obtaining them; thereby giving a new proof of 
his deference for the American government, by his 
desire to be thoroughly informed of every thing 
which bas passed in relation to the treaty. 

It is true, that when this determination, which 
the King my master has been pleased to take in re- 
lation to this affair, will come ta the knowledge of 





Hhave Wad the hanar to express to you in my said 


your governinent, the epocha of tke 22d August 


ee . 



























































oe GM ig oy ee annem 
“ Boe fF, 


2 IPO PO tae se 
‘ 


a ee ei 
‘ gee 


ne 


Se ee 
wre 
fit 
eaten ail cosines 
mor Pk 44 








ai aE 
tn ea or m. 

















£76 NILES’ REGISTER - DECEMBER 25, 1819--RELATIONS WITH SPAIN. 








_— 


pind. 
po oe 





will have elapsed; but this circumstance need prove 
no obstacle to the obtaining the requisite explana- 
tions and cclaircissements on the treaty, as it is to 
be supposed that the American government would 
readily have afforded thei at an earlier period, if 
‘the circumstances before pointed out had not pre- 
vented their being required immediately, 

The communication which I had the honor to 
make to you on the 10th instant, and which could 
not have been made sooner, has been realized in 
due time; and certainly the government of the Unit- 
_ed St:tes cannot fail to receive it favorably, if their 
desires, in contormity with those of his Catholic 
majesty, are directed to the auspicious object of 
seeing the differences which existed between both 
governments at once terminated, and their amicable 
relations consolidated upon a firm and permanent 
basis. : 

Luis being the sole object proposed by his Catho. 
lic majesty, he has judged that, in order to attain 
it, there was no mede more fit and suitable than to 
investigale and explain before he gave his sanction 
to an agreement which is to serve as a busis of the 
‘future relations between the two powers, whatever 

doubts and elucidations it might have given rise to. 
He has therefore determined to despatch to tlie seat 
of the American government a person charged 
vith stating to it frankly and canaidly the wishes 
of the king my master; which he fiattters himself 
will be fully accomplished, ifhe is met by similar dis- 
positiows, which it appears must be the case, if your 
government cherish the same senuments by which 
his majesty is animated. 

In consequence of what I have herein stated, 1 
trust that you will agree with me that the govern- 
ment of the king my master has proceeded in this 
alfair with all prudence and circumspection; that 
it has not been possible for it to take a decision up- 
on it until it had previously instituted a full investi- 
gation, without being exposed to the hazards of a 
precipitate determination; and, finally, that the re- 
solut.on of his Catholic majesty, far from being lia- 
bie to an unfavorable interprciation, is the most 
conducive to promote the principle connected with 
this aifuir, and the most likely to rcgulate in a satis. 
factory manner, while it, at the same time, recon- 
ciles the interests of both nations. 

ln this persuasion, I cannot but flatter myself 
that your communications to your government 
will accord with this sentiment, and that they will 
tcnd to remove any doubtful interpretation that it 
raiglt give to the determination adopted by hisCa- 
tholic majesty, and which I have already had the 
honor to communicate to you. 

javail myself with pleasure of this renewed oc- 
casion to offer you the assurances of my high and 
purticuiar consideration. God preserve you many 
5 Cars. 

[Signed] MANUEL GONZALES SALMON. 
Palace, 19:h August, 1819. 








Alr. Forsyth to Don Manuel G, Salmen. 
copy. ] 
Sen. Don Manvet Gonzares Satmon, acting first 
minister of state, &c. &c. &c. 





Manpnip, August 21, 1819. 
The undersigned, minister plenipotentiary of the, 


undersigned will not waste his own time, nor en- 
croach upon that of his majesty’s government, 
by any observations on the said note, but will 
proceed to discharge the only duty which, on this 
subject, remains for him to perform. He has the 
honor formally to announce that, after the 22d day 
of the present month, as the ratifications of the con- 
vention of the 22d February will not have been 
exchanged, all the claims and pretensions of the 
United States which, with the spirit of modera- 
tion, the love of peace, and the delusive expecta- 
tion, that all the causes of difference and dispute 
with Spain would be thereby adjusted and settled, 
they consented to modify or waive, will stand in 
the same situation as if that convention had never 
beenmade. ‘Thatthe United States will hold them- 
selves free to press and enforce them in any and 
every mode consistent with honor that their mte- 
rest may require. On the extraordinary steps taken 
by his majesty’s government in this affair, the un- 
dersigned will not remark, lest he should forget 
that respect which is due to the governnient near 
which, as the representative of another, he is sent 
to reside. Of the rumors that prevailed on this 
subject, before the decision of his majesty’s govern- 
ment was known, a decision he could not antici- 
pate, the minister of the United Stites expressed 
himselfin terms sufficiently strong. As the recent 
determination has proved that there was but teo 
much truth, in what he belicved to be unfounded 
reports and gross calumnies, the undersigned must 
leave it to his majesty’s government, upon whom 
that obligation rests, to shew upon what grounds 
that determination is reconcileable to honor and 
good faith. The undersigned laments that, while 
communicating to his own country this unexpect- 
ed result, itis not in his power to unfold the train 
of reasoning by which his majesty’s government 
has been deluded into a belief that the course tak- 
en could be followed without serious injury to the 
reputation of Spain. The United States, after 
waiting more than twenty years, with a patience 
and forbearance unexampled, the operations of 
reas:nand justice upon the councils of Spain, will 
see with astonishment this new instance of her ap- 
parent disregard to both. The minister ofthe Unit- 
ed States, when transmitting his correspondence 
with his majesty’s government to his own country 
will not omit to siate the assurances verbaily given 
himfof his Catholic majesty’s earnest desire to culti- 
vate the good will of the United States: Unfruittul 
professions, that cannot but produce all the effeet 
they desezve, and all thnt could be rationally ex- 
pected from them. 

Thelundersigned renews to Ser, Don Manuel Gon- 
zales Salmon the assurances of his perfect conside- 
ration and respect. 


[Signed] JOHN FORSYTH. 





Mr, Forsyth to the duke of San Fernando. 
His excellency the duke of San Frernanpo 
aud of QurroGa, first minister of state, &c. &c. 
Mapnrip, Ociober 2, 1819. 
Sin: The government of the United States, hav- 
ing been prepared to expect the possibility of a 
failure on the part of Spain to ratify the conventiou 
of the 22d of February last, by the extraordinary 


United States near his Catholic majesty, perceives, ; delay to decide upon this subject, and the determi- 
with regret, but without surprise, from Sen. Don; nation of the king further to postpone that decision, 


M.unuel Gonzales Salmon’s note of the 19th instant, ' 


tliat the determination made by tle government of, 


as communicated in the note of Mr. Salmon tome, 
of the 19th of June, have instructed me, should the 


spain, not to ratify the conveution of the 22d Fe-) final decision on it by the king not be made pricr 
‘ + “ Bs. 3 } . * . . = ° 
bruary, signed at Washington, by Mr. Adams and’ to this time, to inform the government of his Catho- 
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in the treaty, within which the ratifications were 
to be exchanged, have expired, that the ratifica- 
tion of Spain, made with the explicit understand- 
ing that the large grants of land in Florida to the 
duke of Alagon, the count of Punon Rostro, and Mr. 
Vargas, and all others made under similar circum- 
stances, are, by the eighth article of that conven- 
tion, null and void, and will be so iie!d by the Unit- 
ed States, will be accepted as valid; and, Iam au- 
thorized to receive the Spanish ratification for that 
of the United States: provided, this exchange shall 
be immediate. This exchange must iake place soon 
enough to enable me to send the ratified treaty to 
the United States by captain Read, of the sloop of 
war Hornet, of the navy of the United States, who 
will remain in Madrid ten days to carry to the pre- 
sident the final determination of Spain on this im- 
portant subject. Having received from your ex- 
cellency’s predecessors in office no explanation of 
ihe particuiar causes of the delay that has taken 
place, itis in my power only to explain the reasons 
which induce the government of the United States 
to insist upon an explicit understanding of the force 
and obligation of the eighth article of the treaty, 
prior to the exchange of ratifications; an under- 
standing which will be fully shewn by a declaration 
Iam instructed to present at the time of the ex- 
change, should it ever take place, a copy of which 
is enclosed. It was rumored in the United States, 
and, since my residence in Madrid, I have been in- 
formed that the large grantees declare that their 
grants are valid under the eighth article. It has 
been asserted, with the strongest appearances of 
truth, that the determination of the government of 
the United States to hold them void, as expressed 
in the letter of Mr. Adams, the secretary of state, 
to Mr. Onis, of the 10th of March, 1819, has been 
one of the chief causes of the extraordinary delay 
to decide upon the ratification ef the instrwment in 
Spain. It isnecessary to the honor and to the inte- 
rest of the United States, whose conduct to Spain, 
and to all nations, is governed by frankness and jus- 
tice, free from fraud, artifice, and disguise, which 
they will never practice, nor from others submit to 
a disengenuous, double-dealing system of treache- 
ry, paltering with its own engagements, and spread- 
ing snares for the generous confidence of good faith, 
to place this subject beyond the reach of difficulty 
or doubt. Without knowing, therefore, the dates 
of the respective grants alluded to, and supposing 
it barely possible that there is a foundation for a 
pretension of the grantees under the 8th article, 
the government directs me to present the declara- 
tion in question, not less essential to its own interest 
than to the honor of the king of Spain, since his 
majesty would be subjected to the most unworthy 
imputations, if, under the circumstances, a claim 
should be made by his subjects, or those holding 
iinder them, founded upon the al'eged validity of 
these grants. 

‘To suppose that your excellency is not in posses- 
sion of all the facts in relation to this subject, would 
be a reflection on the zeal and fidelity of the repre- 
sentative of Spain inthe United States, which I 
would be unwilling to cast upon any officer of his 
majesty’s government. I do not, therefore, send 
you copies of those documents, which shew expli- 
citly that, prior and subsequent to the signature of 
the treaty, it was expressly understood by the nego- 
ciators of that instrument, that the eighth article, 
written by the Spanish minister himself, excluded 
these grants. In fact, when the lands of Florida 
were ceded, with an express stipulation that the 


Spain were to be paid out of the proceeds of the 
sale of them, to suppose that the Spanish govern- 
ment had disposed of the whole, or the greater 
part of them, in gifts to its subjects, and ‘will insist 
upon the validity of those gifts, is to suppose it ca- 
pable of an act of notorious and deliberate perfidy. 
The government of my country considered that the 
treaty became, from the moment of its signature by 
the chevalier de Onis, and the ratification of the U. 
states, as binding upon the honor and good faith of 
the Spanish king and nation, as it would be after 
the ratification. Although I do not understand 
that this position is, or will be contested by Spain, 
it may not be useless to shew its strength fully to the 
view of your excellency. The words of his Catho- 
lic majesty, in the full power given to Mr. Onis, the 
original of which was delivered to the American 
government before the signature of the treaty, are, 
after authorising Mr. Onis to treat, negoci.te, and 
conclude, a treaty, whereby past differences may 
be adjusted, and a firm and lasting peace establish- 
ed between the two governments. “Obligandonas 
¥ prometemos en fe y palabra de Rey que aprobare- 
mos, ratificaremos, cumpliremos, y paremos obser- 
var y cuimplir inviolablemente quanto por vos fuere 
estipulado y firmado para lo qual os cornceco todas 
las facultades y plenos poderes en la forma mas am- 
plia que de derecho se requieren.” If the usage 
of nations, which requires the ratification of the 
sovereign for the full confirmation of a treaty could 
create any doubt of the import of language so un- 
qualified and explicit, there is nothing dubious or 
uncertain in the extent of the obligation resting upon 
him, by the signature of his ministers, vested with 
such full powers. Upon this principle, the follow- 
ing quotations from Vatteland Martens are decisive 
authorities: “Sovereigns treat together by the agen- 
cy of their attorneys or their mandatories, c!othed 
with sufficient powers; they are commonly called 
plenipotentiaries. All the rules of the law of na- 
ture, concerning things performed by commission, 
are here applicable. The rights of the agent are 
defined by the authority given to him. From this 
he must not depart; but whatever he promises wit/i7 
the terms of his comnmssion, and according to the ex- 
tent of his powers, is binding upon his coustitnent.”’ 
“At this time, to avoid all danger and difficnity, 
princes reserve to themselves the right of ratifying 
that which has been concluded by their ministers im 
their name. The full poweris merely a commission 
cum libera. If this commission were to have its 
full effect, it should be given with the utmost cir- 
cumspection. But, as princes can be constrained 
to fulfil their obligations only by force of arms, the 
custom has arisen of relying upon their treaties on- 
ly after they have sanctioned .and ratified them. 
Whatever the minister has concluded remaining in- 
effectual until the ratification of the prince, there 
is less danger in giving him a full pewer. But to 
refuse, with honor, to ratify that which has been con.. 
cluded in virtue of a full power, the sovereign must 
have strong and solid reasons for it, and particularly 
he must shew that his minister transcended his in- 
structions,” Vattel, Book 2, Chapter 12 §156. 
“Every thing: that has been stipulated by an 
agent, in conformity to his full powers, ought to 
become obligatory, for the state, from the moment 
of signing, without even waiting for the ratification. 
However, not to expose a state to the errors of 
a single person, it is now become a general maxim, 
that public conventions do not become obliatory, 
untl ratified. ‘ithe motive of this custom clerrly 
proves, that the ratification can never be refiwed 
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The government of the U. States, indeed, consider- 
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the negociation, keeping within the extent of his} 
public full powers, has gone beyond his secret in- 
structions, and consequently rendered himsif liable 
to punishment, or when the other party refuses to 
rally,’ Martens’ Summary Book 2, Chapter 3. But 
_Why should quotations be made, to prove a princi- 
ple so familiar to every man, in public or private 
life, that whut is promised in his name, by his autho. 
rity, and according to his directions, is as binding 
in fionor and conscience, as if he had pledged him- 
sclfim person? ‘The obligation of the king of Spain, 
therefore, in honor, and in justice, to ratify the 
treaty signed by his minister, is as perfect and un- 
qualified as lis royal promise in the full power, and 
li gives to the U. States the right, equally perfect, to 
compel the performance ofthat promise. Itis well 
known to my government, that the Spanish govern- 
ment cannot allege that its minister transcended 
his secret instructions, or that the ratification of the 
United States has been refused, or that any unfair 
advantage was taken by the United States, in the 
negociation, or that Spain was not well aware, 
before hand, ofthe full extent of the engagements 
contracted by Mr. Onis. It is too well known to 
be demed, that the last instructions of Mr. Onis, 
authorised him to concede much more than he did. 


ed the gencrosity and moderation of the terms to 
wWiiic': they had acceded, asa pledge that they would 
be received, by H.C. M. and his royal council, with 
pride and joy. If, from the unexpected extent of 
the sacrifices the Uuited States made for the pur- 
poses of conciliation, the conclusion has been 
drawn, that their conciliatory temper may be trifled 
with and abused, itis just and proper that ‘Spain 
should be effectualty undeceived. Iam, therefore, 
instructed further to inform your excellency, that 
if the ratified copy of the treaty should not arrive in 
the United States before the first day on which the 
congress of the United States meets, the president 
wililay before that body all the transactions rela- 
ting to the treaty, and such measures will be adopt- 
ed by the competent authority, as the exigency of 
the case may require. Whatever may be deter- 
mined upon, Spain will be responsible to the Unit- 
ed States forall damages and expenses which may 
arise from the delay to ratify, and from the measures 
to which the United States may resort, to give effi- 
cacy totheir rights, and that for the indemnities to 
which they will be justly entitled, by this violation 
of faith, by Spain, the United States will look to the 
territory west of their present western boundary, on 
the Gulph of Mexico. 

‘fo this proposal, made inthe spirit of modera- 
tion, of genefous forbearance, and with the earnest 
desive of sincere amity with Spain, I am instructed 
to require an immediate, explicit, and unequivocal 
reply. Should this reply not be made before the 
tcnth of the current month, I give formal notice to 


—~ 


you addressed to me on the 2d instant, ins majesty, 
whose justice. and impartiality are so universally 

known, having examined the principal points em- 

braced therein, has commanded me to answer you 

as follows: 

The official communication addressed to you by 

don Manuel Gonzales Salmon might exempt me, it 

would seem, from all further discussion of the sub- 

ject in question; inasmuch as his majesty, actuated 

as weli by the claims of his honor and duty as by a 

uniform spirit of justice and conciliation towards 

the United Stafes, and pursuing the exampie of his 

august predecessors, who, at an early period, and 

to promote the very estadlishment of the American 

government, gave such abundant proofs of simuar 

dispositions, has determined, upon mature reflec- 

tion and deliberation, to send a minister to that go- 

vernment, who, after requiring and giving the ne- 

cessary explanations, might terminate this affair; 

and, as neither the actual state of the question, now 

what you have been pleased to communicate to me, 

presents any motive for changing a resolution so 

deliberate and so just, and which the honor of his 

majesty also forbids, there appears to be astill more 

urgent motive to confirm it. 

With this answer) might leave you completely 
satisfied; but I especially take leave, with the per- 

mission of the king, my lord, to reply to some of 
the points treated of in your note, with the brevity 

and precision which characterize me; and because 

you state that you have not yet received an expla- 

nation of the delay in ratifying the treaty, and at- 

tribute it to the difficulties arising out of its eighth 

article. You will permit me to remark to you, that 
this delay does not manifest that want of good 
faith, or the artifice which is indirectly insinuated; 
it is rather the declaration now demanded by you, 
and previously announced by your government, af- 
ter having signed and ratified the treaty; a decla- 
ration which, by annulling one of its most clear, ex- 
press, and conclusive articles, seemed much more 
likely to give room fora similar charge, in opposi- 
tion to yours. 

If your government, as you are pleased to state 
to me, really believed that the treaty, trom the mo- 
ment it was signed, became equally obligatory on 
Spain as it was on the United States, under whose 
immediate inspection it was formed, signed, and 
ratified, you will permit me to remark, that, whe- 
ther we consider that point, or weigh the authori- 
ty of authors, cited by you in support of your opi- 
nion, the deductions from them, and the weight of 
many others I now forbear to adduce, as it might 
seem to offend your Wlustration, militate against 
you. Butevenfancying them fora moment, with- 
out ever admitting them, the very authorities which 
you deem conclusive, in relation to a treaty, signed, 
but not ratified, are opposed to you, or require, still 
more forcibly, that an agreement, concluded, sign- 


your excellency, that the proposal will be consider-|ed, and solemnly ratified, as the present one has 


ed as rejected, and the proper communication will 
be made to the president of the United States. 


been by your government, should be subjected to 
a due investigation. And if, notwithstanding this, 


I renew to your excellency, whom may God pre- | declarations are required, at the moment of its so- 
serve, the assurances of my distinguished conside-|]lemn conclusion, and before its ratification by the 


ration. 


[Signed] JOUN FORSYTH. 





TRANSLATION, | 


The duke of San Fernando und Quiroga to Mr. 


Forsyth. 
To the minister plenipotentiary 
of the United States of America. 


other party, which totally annul one of 1ts most 
clear, precise, and eonclusive articles, without the 
sanction of a secret agreement authorizing the 
ame, how should it appear strange, that his majes- 
ty, while yet unfettered by its stipulations, might 
and should demand explanations, rendered necessa- 
ry by so unlooked for a proceeding? In the trans- 
action of settlements, or agreements, between na- 


Sin: Having had the honor to lay before the /tion and nation, the solemn act which consumma- 





king, my master, the contents of the note which ites them, namely, the ratification, would become 
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wholly illusory, if the principles, which itis now, in} Whereupon, I renew to you my sincere respects, 
vain, attempted to establish, were to be admitted. T\and I pray God to preserve you many years.—Pa- 
again repeat, that the very authorities cited by you, lace, October 8, 1819. 
literally declare, as I have already remarked, that ‘i [Signec] 

the sovereign, for strong and solid reasons, or if} The duke of SAN FERNANDO and QUIROGA, 
his minister has exceeded his instructions, may re-} -_—— 

fuse his ratification, [Vattel, Lib. 2. chap. 12.] and No. 3. 

that public treaties are not obligatory until ratified.) Extracts of a letter from Mr. Rush to the secretary of 
[ Martens, Lib, 2, chap.3. See note.] state, dated London, 13th September, 1819. 

No less erroneous, and even unprecedented, is} “Since my second despatch, written on the 
the judgment, or consequence, you draw from the fourth of this month, f have had an opportunity of 
instructions, which you suppose to have been giv-)seeing lord Castlereagh. I gladly took advantage 
en to his majesty’s minister, for the conclusion of|of it to introduce, as an immediate topic, the im- 
this treaty. ‘Truly, it would be the first time that} portant subject to which that despatch related. 

_adiplomatic communication, professing to be tho-| «I remarked, that it appeared, after all, that our 
roughly and minutely acquainted with these in-!treaty at Madrid was not ratified. “Why, so it 
structions, should &te them as being perfectly well/seems,” replied his lordship. ‘Our inclinations, 
known. The respect due to the king’s negociators| however, as I trust you must be satisfied, after what 
will not, fora moment, allow me to believe they|has passed between us, would have pointed to a dif- 
have failed in their obligations, by violating secre-|ferent issue; and I can only add my wish that it had 
cy; nor will the high consideration I entertain for} been different.” He then said, that, from sir Henry 
your government permit me to think it capable of] Wellesley’s communications, he was led to infer, 
having employed the oblique ond vicious means!that the refusal to ratify had not been absolute, but 
that such information must imply; itis, therefore,|that the government of Spain merely desired fur- 
wholly impossible for me to admit your assertion on| ther explanations. Irephed, that Mr. Forsyth had, 
this point. I was sure, tendered every necessary explanation; 

But, dismissing so unpleasant a discussion, and|but it had not been listened to.” 
desiring to express to you anew the spirit of conci-} «What the pretexts of Spain may have been for 
liation and friendship which prompts the king my}this fresh act of injustice and procrastination, Iam 
master to put an end to these differences, as I de-|not, inthe slightest degtee, informed. A copy of 
clared to you in the beginning of this note, | am|the provisions of the treaty itself, I have never seen, 
enabled to assure you, that it is a subject of great! But it occurs to me, at this juncture, to say, what 
regret to his majesty, that such weighty consider-|may seem superflous, but what the importance 
ations should have hitherto obliged him to defer|which the subject now assumes, at all points, 
the ratification of the treaty concluded by his mi-| prompts me to bring into view, namely, that I learn- 
nister to the federal government. ‘ihcse consider-) ed, threugh undoubted sources, that Mr. Onis, when 
ations, already stated by don Manual Gonzales Sal-|here, affirmed, in the most unequivocal manner, 
mon, on communicating to youhis majesty’s deter-/that, in signing the treaty, he stoed strictly and ful- 
mination, acquire additional force when we find} ly justified by lis instructions.” 
that intelligence has been received, through the | : 
medium of general information, newspapers, and! Extract of a letter from Mir. Rush to Mr. Adams, 
correspondence, that an expedition directed against; givinz the substance of a conversation with lord 
the province of Texas has been tolerated or protect-| Cuasilereagh. 
ed, and other acts committed, within the limited, LONDON, SEPTEMBER 17th, 1819. 
but unexpired term, assigned for the ratification,| «His lordship (Castlereagh) took this occasion to 
which, as you will be duly informed, have justly cal-| advert to the subject of the Floridas. It was for 
led for the remonstrances of his majesty’s charge | the first time, without some previous invitation on 
d’ affaires to your government: Notwithstanding) my part, and I witnessed, with a proportionate sa- 
his majesty has uniformly evinced a desire to main-)tisfaction, his spontaneous approach to it. He did 
tain a perfect union and amity with the American |so, asI soon saw, in order to enforce, by corrobora- 
government, yet, torender these stable and perma- tions, his former communications to me. He took 
nent between two nations, who, under favor of aifrom his table a packet of sir Henry Wellesiecy’s 
state ofamity, are endeavoring to settle their dif-|despatches from Madrid. From two of these he 
ferences, it is necessary they should be based upon read passages going to show that that am-assador 
reciprocal utility and confidence. In the indul- Ihad made known to the Spanish cabinet the wishes 
gence of these noble and generous sentiments, his of the British court thatthe ratification of the treaty 
majesty confidently looks to the attainment of this should take place. One of the despatches wa: da- 
desirable result. This was the object of the treaty,|!ted on the sixth of June, the other on the 6th of 
an object unfortunately not attained, notwithstand-' July. They both imported a belief, founded on the 
ing the enormous sacrifices which the king, my|state of things then existing, that the treaty would 
master, condescended to make. In these feelings be ratified. Hislordship also read to me a passage 
and dispositions, his majesty still perseveres, by from one of his.ewn despatches tosir Henry, in 
adopting a measure judged indispensable: that of! which an unequivocal opinion was expressed, that. 
sending to the government of the United States, as/the true interests of Spain would be best promoted 
will promptly be done, a person possessing his en-|by a ratification I think that this despatch was 
tire confidence, and who, by smoothing the obsta-| dated on the twenty-first of July. 
cles, or removing the difficulties, which have hi-| He asked me if I had heard, during the summer, 
therto. opposed the accomplishment of his bene-!of an intended visit of a “Mr. Toledo” to Landon. 
ficent intentions, may fully convince the federal go-|{ replied that had. He said that he had too, but 
vernment of the frankness and loyalty, as well as of|that he had never arrived. The Spanish govern- 
the honor and dignity which it is his majesty’s de-| ment knew too well the opinions of this, to imagine 
sire to maintain inhis relations of amity and uaion| that the propositions with which Tolcdo was said 
with that government. ‘to have been charged, could ever be countenanced. 
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These, he continued, were, to ask a loan of money 
to pay the’claims recognized by the treaty, and also 
to enquire if Great Britain would consent to make 
common cause with Spain, in the event ofa rupture 
between the latter and the United States. His 
lordship then distinctly stated, that the willingness 
of the British court to accede to our coming to the 
possession of the Floridas, might be inferred from 
the indirect offer which it had made, two years 
ayo, to mediate between the United States and 
Spain, which we had declined. ‘his offer, he ob- 
served, was made onthe natural supposition that 


-the cession of those provinces to us would have 


formed the basis of the negociation, and to such a 


‘basis Britain was prepared at that time to assent.” 








— 


acpSo far astime has been allowed to test the 
experiment, the propesal to increase the quantity of 
matter in the ReeisteR, on an increase of its sub- 
scription list to furnish the means for it, will proba- 
bly be productive of material good to the editor and 
the friends of this work. If every subscriber were 


‘to furnish an additional one, we should have the 


ability, as well as the wil/, to expend much more 
money in gratuitous supplements than it is now pos- 
sible for us to do—and cheapen the Register near- 
ly one-fourth, the price being compared with the 
quantity of matter giyen. | 

Different from most other publishers in the ex- 
tent of our range and perseveraiice in necessary re- 
cord, we are always in want of room—but especially 
so in the winter season, when the congregs of the 
United States and the state legislatures generally, 
are in session. 

To give some idea of the volume of matter at this 
time laid off for insertion, we shall recapitulate a 
tew of the things that are inrmediately before us: 

The documents accompanying the annual report 
of the secretary of the treasury; a statement of the 
exports of the United States, for the year 1819; an 
explanatory letter from the secretary of the navy, 
of the expenditures of appropriations for the ser 
vice of the year, and sundry other papers of less 
magnitude, 

The messages of the governors of the states of 
Pennsylvania, Virginia, North Carolina, South Caro- 
lina, Kentucky, Ohio and Alabama, to which we shall 
soon have to add several others -- with various papers 
shewing the state of the finances and progress and 
prospect of improvement, &c. &c, insome of them. 

the constitution, &c. of Mame. 

Eight or ten law ‘cases, important in themselves 
and generally interésting. 

‘The proceedings of a convention of the friends 
of national industry, assembled at New-York,’’ in 
November last, with sundry other things of like 
character. 

Two orthree memorials against the introduction 
of slavery in the proposed state of Missourimand 
some articles in favor of it. 

A sketch of the principal features of the bank- 
rupt bill, reported to a former congress by Messrs. 
Hopkinson and Webster. 

-A-report to the British parliament on weights and 
measures, 

An interesting article on the liability for duties, 
&e. 

Copious extracts from maj. gen. Brown’s exccl- 
jent address to the agricultural society of Jefferson 
county, N.Y. 


A formidable quantity of minor articles, none of 
which we shall consent to leave out, if we can 
ayoid it. ; 

ugerher with— | 

About as much manuscript, chiefly of our own 
make, wholly or partially prepared for the press, on 
several of the leading subjects to which the pub- 
lic mind is now directed, as will, of itself, fill about 
two sheets of the RreistTer! 

Allthese, besides the current journal of the pro- 


-_——- 


ceedings of congress, and of eyents, foreign and 


domestic! ! ! 

To editor: and others. It is always gratifying to 
the editor of the Rrqtster to see articles from his 
work copied into other papers, when the commoa 
courtesy of giving credit for them is observed; but 
he regrets that it not unfrequently happens, that ar- 
ticles are extracted, or referred to, in which api- 
nions are advocated not agreeable to those held ky 
him, and yet so noticed as to be made to appear 
as his own. For examples, and all occurring as it 
were at the same time,—l. The writer who under 
the signature of an “American,” lately gave the 
Edinburg Reviewers a well-deserved dressing inthe 
National iniellizencer, when speaking of the schenie 
for colonizing the blacks, referred to this work for 
an estimate ofthe cost that would attend the opeia- 
tion; 2. the Louisville Advertiser of the 27th uit. 
gives the Recrster credit for an essay in favor of-a 
“paper system,” as though it were written by the 
editor himself; and 3, ina well written article in the 
Richmond Enquirer of the 11th inst. proposing an 
issne of treasury notes, our efforts in favor of those 
that were. issued ‘during the war, are very hand- 
somely referred to, as if to support a project for 
issuing them now. 

As to the first of these—the estimate was copied 
ints the Reetstrr, not as being correct, but sim- 
ply to afford ah idea of the cost that would attend 
the colonization scheme, if carried into operation, 
and to prevent a diversion of the minds of the peo- 
ple from: a due consideration of a most important 
concern, by what we sincerely regret to believe is 
an impracticable project. ‘he second, was from 
the pen of'a much respected friend,whose doctrine 
we opposed at the time of inserting his essay. As 
to the third, we did most fervently support the is- 
sue of treasury notes during the war, and we have 
to thank the writer in the “Enquirer” for his polite 
reference to the fact—but, tempora mutantur, 

It may seem to some that these things are hardly 
worth remark—we think differently. It has been 
our fortune to presenta great portion of statistical 
matter and many things of calculation, to the public, 
andthe responsibility for our own articles of these 
descriptions, is quite sufficient forus. In respect 
to a paper currency, except as based on a specie 
capital and convertible into money without loss, 
we are decidedly opposed to it at this time, and 
ever shall be, until our country is thoroughly purg- 
ed of swindling banks. The work is going on ta- 
pidly—with great distregs to individuals it is true, 
but pressing upon no fie:son more severely than on our- 
selves,—still the people in general, are rather con- 
tent to bear with present ills, which must terminate 
in permanent good, than arrest the progress of re- 
pentance and reformation, by affording to such 
banks any facilities to continue the war against pro- 
ductive industry; and, if “one rag is permitted to 


Several memorials to congress, of the merchants | pay another rag.” the fact appears evident, that we 


and others, on diterent matters of importance. 
The proceedings of the generalassembly of Nova 


Se $e ~ —= X ah , a2 
SSotia, on commerce and the fisheries. 





shall have new litterings of banks and another ae- 
luge ofpaper. Itis true, we advocated the issue of 
treasury notes during the war, as we did every 
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other measure calculated to give force against the 
enemy and beat him. All these notes have been 
retired, as we said that they would be,—they an- 
swered a good purpose in a time of need, and have 
passed away. Ina like emergency, we shall willing- 
jy resort te them again for temporary relief—but, 
with the capitol again in desolation by Gothic 
hands, would reject them, if presented as a part of 
& permanent system of finance or standard of value. 
We shall soon say more on this subject, and un- 
dertake to demonstrate ‘that the present pressure 
for money is not caused by a real scarcity of it, but 
by reason of the want of employment for labor at 
home, anda market that will receive our surplus 
productions abroad. ‘there is now, comparatively 
speaking, no demand for money, except to pay old 
debts, or meet our eommen currentexpenses. No 
one, a8 it were, invests money in any thing to make 
money, unless:as a speculator. This is clearly prov- 
ed by the fact that the United States’ six per cent. 
stocks are above par. If money was really scarce 
they would be below it. Those who have cash on 
hand and are averse from speculation, kuow not 
what to do with it, whereby it might have circula- 
tion. (tis this that »ffectsthe plenufulness or scar- 
city of money, as the phrases are used. Suppose, 
that by some events in Europe, our flour was to 
rise to $15 per barrel, tobacco to as much per cwt. 
cotton to 35 cents per Ib. anda day’s labor to $2— 
how Jong would money be “scarce?”? Not 24 hours in 
our cities and large towns, nor three weeks in any 
nart ofthe United Statew—even the most remote, 
if the news of such events were received there. 


Since the preceding was written, we observe 
that the editors of the National Intelligencer have 


closely written matter. The bearer of the chal- 
lenge lustily declared that,in a case like this, Ae 
himself would rather fight than read so much stuff, 
and expected that his friend was of the same deter- 
mination: Still, he was prevailed upon to bear the 
manuseript, protesting against it, however, and in- 
timating that another visit might be looked for, as 
soon as he could carry it to his friend and return. 
The ponderous volume made the injured man lay 
down his segar and open his eyes in astonish- 
ment: with familiar reproach, he called the old 
officeran awkward fellow for bringing sucha bundle, 
and desired that he would carry it back again imme- 
diately and unread. ‘the second felt that the other 
acted as he himself would have done, and sat out 
on his journey of several miles, nearly ready to find 
fault with the man that first invented writing! When 
he arrived at the place of his destination, he told 
the challenged the result of his “fool’s errant,” and 
said he would not leave the house again without 
getting something that he could understand. Ano- 
ther essay of three pages was prepared, and pe- 
remptorily refused—a third, of one long page, and 
in like mianner rejected. ‘lerrible trepidation fol- 
lowed; and finally, the second was himself required 
to put down something that “would do.” He did 
so—he wrote two or three lines, which the other 
in great agitation signed. It wasan apology as hu- 
miliating as the conduct which gave rise toit had 
been outrageeus—and so the matter ended, in the 
triumph of one and deserved shame of the other. 


We have not any wish for war, public or private 
—-but do hope that a very little space will hold all 
the future documents belonging to our old affairs 
with Spain. If it isnot deemed expedient just now, 





given up two columns anda half of their useful pa- 


either to take possession of the Floridas, without: 


per, toa letter addressed by some madman signing { & declaration of war against Spain, or to declare war 


«William ‘Nhornton,’ to Mr. Monroe, recommending 
the issue-of one hundred millions of paper money! He 
would rather exceed, than fall short of thatsum !!! 





Our affairs with Spain. 
In the round of our editorial duties, like a horse 
in a mill, and with almost as much insensibility ex- 
cept occasional flashes of indignant impatience— 
we have tugged through several long series of do-' 
cuments touching our affairs with Spain. We have 
made an exertion, we hope to conclude the last book 
that will ever be written as to past transactions be- 
tween that country and this. 


Oftentimes when looking at the volumes of words, 
with rueful reflections on the quantity of dull matter 
which it was our dxsiness to insert in the Reerster, 
we have remembered acircumstance that took place 
about seventeen years ago, and which also will 
amuse some of our readers, on calling the particu- 
Jars of the case to their recollection. 

A certain person, of considerable wealth and 
pretty high standing in society, abused another 
on a public occasion, by heaping upon him the most 
opprobrious epithets. Both of them were old men, 
not less than sixty years of age. The person abused 
mildly remonstrated in the onset of the quarrel, and 
endeavored to shew the error of the other, who in- 
deed, was grossly in the wrong, in every respect— 
but this availing nothing, he refused to “return rail- 
ing for railing,” and retired as soon. as he could. 
But in the evening, he consulted an old friend, a 
distinguished officer in the revolution, on the mat- 
ter, and it was agreed to call the abuser to an ac- 
eount byachallenge tosingle combat! Whien this 


and take possession, as well as strike at other viul- 
| nerable points of the enemy—our wish is, that the 
| government of the United States should say to that 
of Spain, in the most brief manner possible, we will 
talk no longer about the injuries we have suffered, 
but redress them for ourselves in our own way 
and at any time we think proper. We shall take 
care that the Floridas do not pass into other hands, 
and we have good securities for ultimate indemnity 
in your neighboring possessions. 


On the documents themselves, these remarks na- 
turally occur—that our government acted with pro- 
per caution in ascertaining the powers deleguted 
to Don Onis, before the negociation for the Floridas 
was entered into; that, as to the lands eeded to the 
duke of Alagon and others, it was perfectly under- 
stood that whatever was the date of these sweep- 
ing grants, they were not to be sanctioned by the 
treaty—Mr. de Neuville’s letter in this respect is 
very decisive; and, the whole goes to shew that the 
Spanish government, having shuffled to the end of 
shuffling, resorted to a violation of good faith to 
prevent the performance of an act of justice, in 
doing which they would decisively have been the 
grainers—for the fact is notorioustoe all men that the 
Floridas are an incumbrance to Spain. 


The precision and dignity with which the affair 
has been managed by the secretary of state, merits 
the highest approbation. Every contingency seems 
to have been viewed with uncommon care, except 
that which he could not have foreseen, or, if appre- 
hended, which he could not prevent, the non-ratifi- 
cation of the treatv. But we think that Mr. For- 
syth might have expressed himself much more to 
the point by using a Janguage and manner much 





was done, it was replicd to by cightorten pages of! less objectionable. He has not been half so severe 
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on the Spanish government as circumstances justi- 
fied—yet so managed the matter, as to‘suffer the 
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tic don Salmon to put him on the defensive 
tain a negative victory over him. 
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Our forms of Government. 


The people of every state and country, we ap- 
prehend, are decidedly opposed to any change in 
their respective forms of government, unless found 
to be radically wrong, or practically defective, in 
essential particulars. They will rather bear? with 
partial evils than alter their modes of government, 
much less jeopardize their principie; and in the free 
governments of the United States, we know the fact 
that changes are less frequently made in our con- 
stitutions, when the proposed change is submitted 
to the people, than ifleft to the discretion of our 
ordinary legislative bodies. There is no doubt of 
ihe truth of this—the citizens of several states, New 
Jersey, Ohioand Tennessee, for example, at their 
last elections, had the question presented to them 
whether they would call conventions or not, and 
they almost unanimously decided against” any such 
call; whereas, in Maryland, wherein the constitution 
may be changed by acts of successive legislatures, 
we have amendment patched to amendment so 
that, like an old garment, we can hardly discover 
the original at all! : 

Always pleased to notice the operation of any 
principle which tends to afford practi¢al proof of 
the sublime republican maxim, that the people are 
best entrusted with the management of their own con- 
cerns (which too many among us, leaning to #nported 
notions, doubt), we could not feel freedom to pass 
over these things without remark. And we take it 
for granted, that when the body of the people—the 
yeomanry of acountry, are opposed to any system 
‘of government, it is time that that system was 
changed; their will affording the proof that it has 
failed of the great purposes for which all govern- 
ments wete instituted amongst men. And especi 
ally so, if, as in England, the change is called for by 
the laboring classes, and opposed by the filthiness of 
an established church, the king, and the silly and de- 
graded things which compose what is called the 
nobility, An opposition by them is positive proof 
to our mind that the people are right; just as much 
so as we should expect Sin to be arrayed against 
Righteousness. 








Lands sold for Taxes. 


Rahway, (N. J.) Nov. 30th, 1819. 


Mr. H. Nites. 

Dear sir—The very complimentary manner in 
which you hav¢ been pleased to notice in your last 
Resistrer, the circumstance of my. permitting the 
redemption of estates sold for direct taxes, and pur- 
chased by me, is perhaps more than I deserve. It is 
however, the fact, that Ihave invariably permitted 
the redemption of any that were purchased by me, 
on repayment of actual ost and expenses. 

Such however, mtd apathy and indifference of 
the former owners of these estates, that out of thirty 
three purchased by me atthe sales of 1816, and 1817, 
valued at more than 40,000 dollars, about ten only 
have been redeemed, altho’ soon after purchasing, 
I gave notice in three different papers that I had 
purchased such properties (naming the then owners, 
or persons in whose names they had been assessed, ) 


ae 


To secure myself from eventual loss, I am com: 

pelled to receive titles from the collector, or district 
clerk, and put them on record.—This will doubtless 
be done by purchasers invariably throughout the U. 
States; and however well disposed the purchasers or 
present holders of titles may be to permit an equi- 
table redemption, alittle while hence and by change 
of ownership, it may not be optional with those who 
have charge of the property, to permit its redemp- 
tion on any terms whatever. 
I foresee that much loss of property to the former 
owners, great uncertainty of titles, and many ex- 
pensive law-suits, will necessarily grow out of 
the numerous sales that were made of real estates 
in those states that didnot assume the payment of 
the direst taxes, and would earnestly recommend 
to all concerned, that they, as soon as possible, ob- 
tain settlements upon such terms as are equitable 
and just. 

In many cases that have come to my knowledge, 
the sales were of property for which one person 
held the deed, another a mortgage or judgment; 
of property already in dispute between different 
claimants, or belonging to minors, ér absent pro- 
prietors; some cases are of property twice assessed, 
first in the name of the present owner, and again 
in the name of some former proprietors; and some 
sales have no doubt been made of property on which 
the taxes have been paid, but not marked as paid 
in the books of the cojlector. All these call for 
the most reasonable and equitable compromise, 
for something beyond what the law has provided, 
or could provide for. 


Perhaps it would be well, and I suggest it for 
consideration, that the United States publish at 
their expense, a list of allthe properties that may re- 
main unredeemed on the first of January next, one 
paper in each state containing a list for each state; 
the list giving the name of the township and coun- 
ty where situated, in whose name assessed, valua- 
tion, and date of sale: A notice of this kind, would, 
no doubt, much more excite the attention of those 
concerned, than any partial notice of the collectors 
in tneir respective districts. 

Your’s, respectfully, 
ROBERT LEE. 
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Foreign Ministers and Agents. 


List of the gentlemen who compose the respective foreign 
diplomatic missions to the United States. 
SPAIN. 
Don Mateo de la Serna—Charge d’affaires. 
Mr. Stoughton—Attached to the legation, 
Mr. Pizarro—Attached to the legation. 
GREAT BRITAIN. 
Antrobus—Charge affaires. 
Passmore— Attached to the legation 
FRANCE, 
Hyde de Neuville—envoy extraordinary and 
minister plenipotentiary. 
Demun—Attached to the legation. 
Thierry—Attached to the legation. 
Hersant—Private secretary. 
RUSSTA, 
Poletica—Envoy extraordinary and minister 
plenipotentiary. 
E}lison—Counsellor of legation. 
Lomonosoff—Secretary of legation. 
PORTUGAL. 
Correa de Serra—Envoy extraordinary and 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 





and solicited the owners to redeem them, free of 
cost, charges, or interest on the money advanced. 


minister plenipotentiary. 


Mr. Amado—Secretary of legation. 








MERE rap 


attended and took his seat yesterday. 


Macon, Barbour, Walker, of Geo. 
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DENMARK. 
Mr. Pedersen—Minisier resident. 
PRUSSIA, 
Mr. Greulim—Minister resident. 
NETHERLANDS. 
The Viscount de Quabeck—Charge d’affaires, 
SWEDEN. 
Baroa de Stacklebere— Charge d’affaires, 
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CONGHRESS. 
IN THE SENATE, 
December 16.—Mr. Stokes, from North Carolina, 


‘The senate proceeded to the appointment of its 
several standing committees, by ballot, of which the 
appointment of the following gentlemen was the 
result: 

On Foreign Relations—Messrs. Brown, Hunter, 


On Finance—Messrs. Sanford, Macon, Dana, Ea- 
ton, Logan. 
On Commerce and Manufuctures—Messrs.Sanford, 
Dickerson, Horsey, Ruggles, Burrill. 
On Military Affuirs—iessrs. Williams, of Tenn. 
Trimble, Taylor, ‘! ichenor, Elliot. 
t On Naval Affairs—Messrs. Pleasants, Parrott, 
Gaillard, Walker, of Alabama, Williams, of Miss. 
On the Militia—“icssrs. Noble, Stokes, Tichenor, 
Walker, of Alab. Lanman. 
On the Judciary— Messrss. smith, Leake, Burrill, 
Logan, Otis. 
On Public Lands—Messrs. Williams, Miss. Tay- 
lor, Thomas, Lowrie, Hunter. 
On Claims- Messrs. Roberts, Wilson, Morrill, 
Ruggles, Van Dyke. 
On Pensions—Messrs. Van Dyke, Noble, Elfot, 
Eaton, Wilson. 
_ “Onthe Post Ofice and Post Reads—Messrs.Stokes, 
Wilson, Palmer, Edwards, Mellen. 
On the District of Columbia—Messrs. H-rsey, Hun- 
ter, Pleasants, Lanman, Otis. 
The following committee was also appointed 
pursuant to an order of this day: 
_ On the Public Buildings-—Messrs. Roberts, Gail- 
lard, Mellen, Burril], Laaman. 
Mr. Morrill offered for consideration the follow- 
ing resolve: 
Resolved, Vhat the committee on pensions be di- 
rected to enquire into the expediency of reviving 
the act of 1816, entitled “an act to provide for per- 
sons who were disabled by known wounds received 
in the revolutionary war,” which expired at the 
close of the last session ef congress. 
Mr. Dickerson offered for consideration the fol- 
lowing resolution: 3 
Resolved, ‘That the committee on finance be in- 
structed to enquire into the expediency of so far 
altering the laws for appointing collectors of the 
customs of the United States, district attories of the 
United States, and receivers of public moneys for 
lands of the United States, surveyors of the public 
lands, registers and such other officers as they may 
think proper, as to have those officers respectively 
appointed for limited periods, subject to removal as 
heretofore. [Agreed to on Monday.] 
December 20,—Among the petitions presented 
this day was one from the manufacturers of coppe- 


Two messages, in writing, were received from 


the president of the United States, by Mr. J. J. Mon- 
roe, his secretary, [the same as the messages notic- 
ed below, inthe proceedings of the other house] 
which were read. 


The other business transacted has already been 


sufficiently indicated for the present, or will appear 
in the future proceedings—not being immediately 
important. ] ; 


Mr, Leake, of Mississippi, laid upon the table the 


following motion: 


Resolved, That the committee on public lands be 


instructed to enquire into the expediency of so alter- 


ing the laws concerning the sale of public lands, as 
todivide the sectio ns and fractions of. sections into 
half quarter sections. And also, were lands have 
reverted to the United States for non-payment, to 
direct the sale thereot again at public auction, upon 
the terms and conditions of al] other public sales. 
And also, that, from and after that the-———day of 
——credit shall not be given on sales of public 
land, but the sime shall be sold for money only. 
Mr. Sanford, from the committee of-commerce 
and manufactures, made a detailed and elaborate 
report on the official statements which had hereto- 
fore been made of the commerce: of the United 
States, with foreign countries, and the._provisions 
which are requisite for obtaining complete and ac- 
curate statistical accounts of the foreign commerce 
of the United States, accompanied by a bill to 
provide for obtaining accurate statements on that 
subject; which report and bill were read, and the 
latter passed to a second reading. 

December 21.—Mr. Noble submitted for conside- 
ration the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on public lands be 
instructed to enquire in the expediency of continu- 
ing in force the act entitled “an act to suspend, for 
a limitéd time, the sale or forfeiture of lands for fail- 
ure in completing the payments thereon,” until the 
3ist Réarch, 1822. 

The senate resumed the consideration of the mo- 
tion for instructing the committee on public lands to 
enquire into the expediency of altemng the hws 
concerning the sale of public land, and agreed 
thereto. 

A bill for establishing a circuit court in Maine, 
and to subscribe for a certain number of copies of 
Binns’ Declaration of Independence, were among 
those read a second time. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday, Dec. 16.—Mr. Ervin, of 8. C. appear- 
ed yesterday, and Mr. Meech, of Vt.and Mr. Hail, 
of Del. this day, and took their seats. 

Mr. Sergeant, from the committee on the judicia- 
ry, reported a bill for establishing an uniform system 
of bankruptcy throughout the United States; which 
was twice read and committed. 

On motion of Mr. Tyler, the house proceeded to 
the consideration of the report. of the committee otf 
claims unfavorable to the petition of Samuel G. 
Adams. 

Mr. T. moved to reverse the report, and direct 
the committee of claims to report a bill for his re- 
lief. 

[The case is substantially this: S. G. Adams was 
commander of a detachment of militia during the 
laté war; and, on their being discharged, he, as 





ras, praying for protection—and one from the Far- 


agent for those uncer his command, the paymaster 


mers’ bark and Union bank of Alexandria, request-| being without funds, received his due-bill for the 


ing a consolidation of their capitals into one bank. 
_Leave was given to introduce a ill to establish a 
circuit court in the district of Maine. 


amount, and pave a receipt on the pay-roli. For 
the payment of this billhe applies to congress. The 
committee report, that the responsihjlity for the 
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amount of the pay had, by the transaction above 
described, been transferred from the government 
to the individual who was the paymaster, and who 
gave the bill—and that, therefore, the prayer of 
the petitioner is not reasonable, and ought not to be 
granted. ] 

This matter, as establishing a principle, excited 
considerable interest. On the one hand it was con- 
tended that the United States were bound to make 
good the act of the paymaster, as their agent—on 
the other, that the receipt of the due-bill made a 
new contract, and that, if government were ren- 
dered liable for such things, frauds would be end- 
less, ‘The report of the committee of claims was 


concurred in. 


The engrossed bill for the relief of John Gooding | 
» A > 


ard J. Williams was read a third time. [This bill 
proposes to allow to these persons twenty-two hun- 
dred dollars, (under the act allowing one hundred 
dollars for each prisoner brought into port, during 
the late war, by privateers) for twenty-two slaves 
so brought in, and receipted for by the marshal of 
the district where the vessel arrived.] The bill 
was opposed by Mr. T'riméle, of Ky. and supported 
by Mr. Smith, of Md—and wasrejected. 

Friday, Dec. 17.—The speaker laid before the 
house a letter from the secretary of the treasury, 
transmitting a statement of exports from the United 
States during one year, ending on the SOth Sept. 
1819; and also a letter from the commissioner of 
the revenue, transmitting the annual statement of 
the proceeds of the direct tax and internal duties, 
&c. &c. 

Mr. Rich, of Vt. offered for consideration the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee of claims be in- 
structed to prepare and report a bill providing for 
the distribution of a sum of money among such of 
the citizens of the United States as lost their pro- 
perty in consequence of the general conflagration 
by the enemy on the Niagara frontier during the late 
war. | 

The resolution was ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Whitman, it was 

Resolved, that the secretary of war be directed 
to report to this house a statement of the*expense 
of furnishing the army of the United States with 
rations for the term of one year, ending on the 14th 
of April, 1818, exhibiting the average cost per ra- 
tion; and also of the expense of furnishing the army 
with rations, exhibiting also the average cost per 
ration, for the term of one year, under the provisions 
of the law, passed on the 14th of April, 1818, en- 
titled “an act to regulate the staff of the army.” 

On motion of Mr. Ross, of Ohio, it was 

Resolved, That the committee on public lands be 
instracted to enquire into the expediency of pro- 
viding by law for the future sale of public lands in 
half-quarter sections; and of the propriety of re- 
ducing the present price. 

On motion of Mr. Robertson, of Ky. it was 

Resolved, That the committee en public lands be, 
and they are hereby, instructed to enquire into the 
expediency of so altering the laws regulating the 
sales of the vacant lands ef the United States, that, 
from and after the ———— day of ———-, no credit 
shall be given thereon, and a less quantaty may be 
purchased, and at a less price, than is authorised by 
the existing laws. 

On motion of Mr. Woodbridge, it was 

Resolved, That the committee on public lands be 
instructed to enquire in the expediency of provid- 
ing by law for the final adjustment of the ancient 
titles to land within the territory of Michigan. 


Monday, Dec, 21.—-Numerous petitions were pre. 
sented this morning, and referred in course; among 
them were several from different northern towns, 
praying additional encouragement and protection 
for domestic manufactures, one of which, that from 
the “convention of friends of national industry, as- 
sembled at N ew-York,” was, by aclose vote, order- 
ed to be printed. There were also several from 
commercial sections of the country, praying the 
enactment of a general system of bankruptcy. 

{Sundry bills were reported that do not require 
present notice. ] 

The following message was received from tbe pres 
sident of the United States, by the hands of Mr. J, 
J. Monroe, his secretary. 
To the senate and the house of representatives of the 

United Siates. 

Some doubt being entertained respecting the 
true intent and meaning of the «ct of the last ses- 
sion, entitled “an act in addition to the acts prohib- 
iting the slave trade,”* as to the duties of the agents 
to be appointed, on the coast of Africa, | think it 
proper to state the interpretation which has been 
given of the act, andthe measures adopted to carry 
itinto effect, that congress may, should it be deem- 
ed advisable, amend the same, before further pro- 
ceedings is had under it. | 

The obligation to instruct the commanders ot 
all our armed vessels to seize and bring into port 
all ships or vessels of the United States, whereso- 
ever found, having on board any negro, mulatte, or 
person of color, in violation of former acts for the 
suppression ofthe slave trade, being imperative, was 
executed without delay. No seizures have yet been 
made, but as they were contemplated by the law 
and might be presumed, it seemed proper to make 
the necesssry regulations applicable to sueh seti- 
zures, for carrying the several provisions of the act 
into effect, 

It is enjoined on the executive to cause all ne- 
groes, mulatioes, or persons of color, who may be 
taken under the act, to be removed to Africa. It 
is the obvious import of the law, that none of the 
persons thus taken should remain within the United 
States: and no place other than the coast of Africa 
being designated, their removal or delivery, whe- 
ther carried from the United States or landed imme- 
diately from the vessels in which they were taken, 
was supposed to be confined to that coast. Noset- 
tlement or station being specified, the whole coast 
was thought to be left open for the selection of a 
proper place, at which the persons thus taken 
should be delivered. The exccutive is authorised 
to appoint one or more agents, residing there to 
receive such persons, and one hundred thousand 
dollars are appropriated for the general purposes 
of the law. 

On due consideration of the several sections of the 
act, and of its humane policy, it was supposed to be 
the intention of congress, that all the persons above 
described, who might be taken under it and land- 
edin Africa, should be aided in their return to 
their former homes, or in their establishment at or 
near the place where landed. Some shelter and 
food would be necessary for them there, as soon as 
landed, let their subsequent disposition be what it 
might. Should they be landed without such pro- 
vision having been previously made, they must pe. 
rish. It was supposed, by the authority given to 
the executive to appoint agents residing on that 
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*For a satisfactory abstract of the law alluded to 
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see supplementtovol. XV, Weckly Register, page 
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coast, that they should provide sueh shelter and 
food, and perform the other beneficent and charita- 
ble offices contemplated by the act. ‘The coast of 
Africa having been little explored, and no person 
residing there, who possessed the requisite qualifi- 
cations to entitle them to the trust, being known to 
the executive, to none such could it be committed, 
It was believed that citizens only, who would go 
hence, well instructed in the views of their govern- 
ment, and zealous to give them effect, would be 
competent to these duties, and that it was not the 
intention ofthe law to preclude their appointment. 
It was obvious that the longer these persons should 
be detained inthe United States, in the hands of the 
marshals, the greater would be the expense, and 
that for the same term would the main purpose of 
the lawbe suspended. It seemed, therefore, to be 
incumbent on me to make the necessary arange- 
ments for carryiny this act into effect in Africa, in 
time to meet the delivery of any persons who might 
be taken by our public vessels, and landed there 
under it. 

On this view of the policy and sanctions of the 
law, it has been decided to send a public ship to the 
coast of Africa, with two such agents, who will take 
with them tools and other implements necessary for ; 
the purpose above mentioned. To each of these 
agents a small salary has been allowed.—15(0 dol- 
lars to the principal, and 1200 tothe other. All 
our public agents on the coast of Africa receive sa- 
laries for their services, and it was understood that 
none of our citizens, possessing the requisite quali- 
fications, would accept these trusts, by which they 
would be confined to parts the least frequented 
and civilized, without a reasonable compensation. 
Such allowance, therefore, seemed to be indispen- 
sable to the execution ofthe act. 

It isintended also to subject a portion of the sum 
appropriated, to the order of the principal agent, for 
the special objects above stated, amounting in the 
whole, including the salary ofthe agents for one 
year, torather less than one-third of the appropri- 
ation. Special instructions will be given to these 
agents, defining, in precise terms, their duties in re- 
gard to the persons thus delivered te them; the dis- 
bursement of the money by the principal agent; 
and his accountability for the same. They will also 
have power to select the most suitablé place on the 
coast of Afriéa, at which ail persons who may be 
taken under this act, shall be delivered to them, 
with an express injunction to exercise no power 
founded on the principle of colonization, or other 
power than that of performing the benevolent of- 
fices above recited, by the permission and sanction 
of the existing government, under which they may 
establish themselves. Orders will be given to the 
commander of the public ship, in which they will 
sail, to cruise along the coast, to give the more 
complete effect to the principal object of the act. 

JAMES MONROE. 

Washington, Dec. 17th, 1819. 

The message was read, and, on motion of Mr. Zin- 
con, referred to the committee on the slave trade, 
and ordered to be printed. 

The following message was also received from 
the president of the United States: 

Lo the senate and house of representatives of the Unit- 
ed States: 

In compliance with a resolution of congress, of 
27th March, 1818, the journal, acts, and proceed- 
ings of the convention which formed the present 





constitution of the United States, have been pubkf 


lished. The resolution directs that ene thousand. 


be furnished to each member of the fifteen congress 
}and the residue to be subject to the future disposi- 
tion of congress. The number of copies sufficient: 
to supply the members of the late congress having 
been reserved for that purpose, the remainder are 
now deposited at the department of state, subject 
to the orders of congress. ‘he other documents 
mentioned in the resolution of 27th March, 1818, 
are in the process of publication. 
JAMES MONROE, 


Which message was read, and ordered tolie on 
the table. 

Mr. Tiimble, of Kentucky, submitted the follow- 
ing resolutions: 

Resvived, That the committee on ways and 
means be instructed to enquire into the expediency 
of repealing all laws whereby acredit is allowed 
upon duties accruing onimports and tonnage. 

Resalved, That the same committee be instructed 
to enquire into the expediency ofrepealing alllaws 
allowing drawback. 


[We regret the want of room to give the sketch 
of Mr. Frimble’s speech in favor of his resolutions. 
The leading fact mentioned by him was, that ours is 
the only government that allows a credit for duties 
on imports and tonnage—and that by eur credits the 
treasury was asort of a loan office, to encourage im- 
portations, to the discouragement of domestic ma- 
nufactures, &c. Mr. Smith, of Md. opposed the re- 
solutions as laying the axe at the root ofthe whole 
revenue system, &c. but was glad that it had been 
brought forward at an early day. The resolutions 
were laid upon the table and ordered to be printed. ] 


Mr. Jones, of Tennessee, offered for considera- 
tion the following resolution: 

Resolved, Vhat the secretary of war be required 
to state tu this house whether, in pursuance of the 
law of 18th March, 1818, any pensions have been 
granted, which, for reasons which he will state, 
ought not to have been granted, and what course 
has been pursued in relation to such pensions, or 
those to whom they may have been granted. 

After some remarks from Mr. Jones— 

Mr. Sirothe», of Virginia, moved to amend the re- 
solve by adding to the end of it the following 
words: 

“And the numberand names of those who have 
been placed upon the pension list from eaeh state, 
and the amount paid in each state under the said 
law.”? 

Mr. Jones accepted this amendment as a part of 
his motion. 

There was considerable speaking on the subject 
presented—finally, 

On mution of Mr. T'ay/or, the enquiry was ex- 
tended, by incorporating in Mr. Strother’s amend- 
ment the words “and the line to which they belonged, 
and their rank.’’ 

On motion of Mr. Storrs, of New York, the reso- 
jution was further amended, by adding thereto the 
words: ‘and also the regulations adopted by the war 
department in relation to the examination and admis- 
sion of claims for pensions under this act.” 

Thus amended, the resolution was agreed to with- 
out division. 

Tuesday, Dec. 21. Mr. Holmes, of Mass. from the 
select committee appointed onthe subject, report- 
eda bill providing for the admission of the district of 
Maine into the union, on an equal footing with the 
original states, 

_ Mr. Floyd, of Va. moved that the bill be made the 
otder of the day for the second Monday in January, 
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house as the bill for admitting the territory of Mis- 
souri into the union. 

This motion was opposed by Mr. Holmes, and was 
negatived—ayes about 2); and the bill was then 
made the order of the day for to-morrow. 

A further provision in respect to certain military 
pensions, offered for consideration by Mr. Cannon, 
was disagreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Shaw, it was 

Resolved, That the president of the United States 
be requested to lay before this house, at as early a 
day as may be convenient, an account of the ex- 
penditure of the several sums appropriated for 
building fortifications, fromthe year 1816, to the 
year 1819, both inclusive—indicating the places at 
which works of defence have been begun, the mag- 
nitude of the works contemplated at gach place— 
their present condition—-the amount already ex- 
pended, and the estimated sum requisite for the 
completion of each—also the mode by which the 
fortifications are built, whether by contract, or 
otherwise. : 

On motion of Mr. Foot, it was 

Resolved, That the committee on public expen- 
ditures be instructed to enquire and report to this 
house, the amount of the several items which are 
charged tipon the contingent fund, and whether, in 
their opinion, the expenditure may not in future 
be diminished, consistently with the public interest, 
and the accommodation of the two houses of con- 
gress. 

On motion of Mr. Foot, it was 

Resolved, Yhat the several committeeson so much 
of the public accounts and expenditures as relates 
to the departments of state, treasury, war, navy, 
post office, and public buildings, be instructed to 
enquire and report to this house, whether in their 
opinion, the expenditures in those department may 
not be diminished, without prejudice to the public 
interest. 

Mr. Bloomfield offered a joint resolution, propos- 
ing that the two houses should adjourn from the 
24th instant to Monday the 3d of January. 

After some remarks, lost—ayes, 59, noes 100. 

On motion of Mr. Cocke, it was also 

Resolved, That the committee on military affairs 
be instructed to enquire into and report to this 
house the objects intended to be accomplished by 
the expedition ordered to the mouth of the Yellow 
Stone, on the Missouri river. 

On motion of Mr. Cocke, it was further 

Resolved, That the committee on military affairs 
be instructed to enquire and report to this house 
the expenditures which have been, and which are 
likely to be, incurred, in fitting out and prosecut- 
ing the expedition ordered to the mouth of the 
Yellow Stone, on the Missouri river. 

Considerable time was spent on the bill to pro- 
vide for the payment of horses and other property 
lost in the Seminole war; and the house rose while a 
motion. was pending to postpone it indefinitely. 

WEDNESDAY’S PROCEEDINGS. 
In the senate. 

Mr. Wm. R. King, a senator from the state of 
Alabama, appeared and took his seat. 

The-engrossed bill authorizing the purchase of 
200 copies of Binns’ edition of the declaration of in- 
dependence, was read the third time; and, on mo- 
tion of Mr. .Vorril/, was committed to the committee 
for the district of Columbia. 

The senators from Alabama were classed by lot— 
Mr. King’s period of service expires on the 4th of 
March, 1823, ami Mr. Walker’s at the same timé of 
the same month in 1825. 





Executive business oceupied a part of this day. 
House of rep-esentatives. 

Mr. Philgon, from Pennsylvania, appeared and 
took his seat. . 

On motion of Mr. Smith, of N. C. the doorkeeper 
of the house was directed to dispose of the furniture 
used by the house in the building where it lately 
sat, not wanted for the present chamber, and place 
the proceeds in the contingent fund of the house. 


or. Smyth, of Va. submitted the following resolu- 


tion: 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be insiruct- 
ed to cause to be prepared and laid before this 
house, at the next session of congress, a s)stem 
of martial law, and a system of fieid service and 
police for the government of the army of the United 
States, 

Mr. S. stated, that this motion was made by the 
unanimous request of the military committee; and, 
explanatory of the motives which dictated the pro- 
position, Mr. S. took a brief view of the defects 
of the existing military code of the country, and of 
some of the benefits likely to result froma revision 
and amendment of it. The resolution was agreed 
to. 

A resolution was offered to extend a land bounty 
to such minors as enlisted and were discharged 
while yet minors—but refused to be agreed to—for 
it 37, against it 70. 

The house then resumed the consideration of the 
bill to provide for losses in the Seminole war—on 
the question being taken there was for indefinite 
postponement 60, against it 94—a motion to amend 
the bill was under consideration when the house ad- 
journed. 








CHRONICLE. 


Mr. Gallatin, our minister in France, is. said to 
have resigned his office, and will return home in 
June next. 

Maj. gen. Scott has established his head quarters 
at Philadelphia. 

Married, at Westboro, N. Y. Mr. Edward Weaver, 
aged 73, afieut. in the revolution, to Mrs. M. Robin- 
son,. aged 63. 

Died--on the SOth November, at Jamaica, Long 
Island, major Z'homas Hicks, inthe 80th year of his 
age—a soldier of the revolution 
, at Trenton, N. J. on the 27th ult. inthe 68tik 
year ofhis age, gen. Thomas Robinson, of the state 
of Delaware,—a colonel in the Pennsylvania line 
during the revolution,—a gallant officer and an 
amiable man. 

The emigration, westwardly, was very great dur- 
ing the late season. It is stated that one hundred. 
families will leave the city of New York, as it 
were in a body, and settle in Ohio, Indiana or Lli- 
nois. . 

The Shakers’ societies of New Lebanon and Nis- 
keuna, N. Y. have sent to the citizens of Schenec- 
tady, as a donation to the poor, in consequence of 
the late distressing fire there, eight large waggon 
loads of provisions, furniture, clothes and clothing. 

Expedition. The president’s message was car- 
ried from Washington to the city of New York in 
less than eighteen hours, the distance two hundred and 
thirty miles. : 

_ Hartford convention. The fifth anniversary of the 
meeting of this convention (the 15th inst.) has been 
duly noticed in many of the newspapers. 

Justice. A villuin has been sent to the state pri- 
son of New York, for fourteen years,for attemptipg 
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Board of trade. A New-York paper suggests the 
creation ofa board of trade, to consist ef three mer- 
chants selected from different parts of the United 
States, and to reside at Washington, with moderate 
put competent salaries. The project*seems to be 
worthy of consideration. OETA, 2 

Ohio ricer. ‘The commissioners appointed by the 
states of Pennsylvania, Virginia, Ohio and Ken- 
tucky, to examine the river Ohio from Pittsburg to 
Louisville, have unanimously agreed on a report, 
that a canal should be made on the Kentucky side 
of the Ohio, in preference tothe Indiana side—that 
the expense of making the canal at Louisville, will 
be less than 400,000 dollars, and on the other side 
more than 1,000,000. : 

Fire in the woods, A great fire in the woods was 
raging in Washington county, Missouri, on the 8th 
November. Ithad destroyed many houses, and the 
fences of numerous farms, with fields of grain, &c. 

The military road from Detroit to the Rapids of 
the Miami, has been completed by the troops on 
the station in the best manner, and they have re- 
turned for winter quarters to Detroit. The distance 
is 75 miles—The road crosses several streams and 
marshes. The “notorious Black Swamp” is next 
to be attacked. 

Warning to jurors. Certain persons of the name 
of Brown, were lately tried in Vermont for the mur- 
der of a certain Russel Colvin, who had been miss- 
ing about seven years. Against one of them the evi- 
dence seemed so clear that he was sentenced to 
ceath for murder, and the other to the penitentiary 
as an accessary. An enquiry, through the news- 
papers, for said Colvin was immediately instituted 
by the friends of the supposed criminals, and the 
fact appears that Colvin, in a state of mental de- 
rangement, had wandered as far as New-Jersey, 
where he was yet living, but now completely in- 
sane> 

Piracies. The most rascally piracies are still com- 
mitted off the mouths of the Mississippi, always ac- 
companied with savage abuse and often with mur. 
der. We trust, that no longerdelay will be made 
to put an end to these things. ‘There should be a 
floating force on the station sufficient to ferret out 
the villains, and bring them to punishment, with a 
strong arm. 

Mr. Eppes.—The following is Mr. Eppes’ letter 
to the legislature of Virginia, resigning his seat in 
the senate of the United States— 

Buckingham, Dec. 4, 1819. 

Srr—The state of my health, which has been con- 
siderably impaired by a recent attack, haa induced 
me to decide on resigning my appointment as sena- 
tor. 

I would not, from choice, have selected the 


present period for withdrawing from pubtic life. 


Various important and interesting principles are 
now depending; and the decision of some of them 
must involve the great question, whether all the 
powers of sovereignty, affecting life, liberty and 
property, are transferred to the federal. govern- 
ment, or such only as are essentially connected with 
the general welfare. A question too, Nba, which 
my name is in some degree connected) involving 
the line of Gemarkation between the military and 
civil power, is at present depending before the 
senate of the United States. My opinion on this 
subject remains unchanged. The power to make 
war is vested in the congress of the United States, 
and no individual, however distinguished for mili- 
tary or other talents, can be allowed to exercise a 
power vested exclusively in the representatives of 
the people, witheyt a violation ef afl the principles 


of free government. Every motive, therefore, of 
principle, duty and feeling, would demand my re- 
turn to the senate during the present session at 
least, did not bodily infirmity render it impractica= 
ble. The legislature will, I know, do justice to 
the motives. by which [ am actuated; and I avail 
myself of the present occasion, to tender through 
you, my grateful acknowledgments, for the con- 
fidence with which I have been honored. 

With great respect, I have the honor to be your 


most obedient, Deities, 
JOHN W. EPPES. 
To the honorable the speaker — 
ef the house of delegates. 4 

Pennsylvania. The legislature of this state met 
the week before last. Isaac Weaver was elected 
speaker of the senate without opposition, and Jo- 
seph Lawrence speaker of the house of represen- 
tatives—for Mr. L. 56, Rees Hill 14, Dr. Jenks 
(Cfed_) 21. Mr. Hill was not a candidate. 

In the senate of Pennsylvania. Dec. 8, Mr. Breck 
submitted the following preamble and resolutions: 

«Whereas it is believed that a law will be passed 
by the congress of the United States, at their present 
session, for the admission of the Missouri territory 
into the unionf{as a state]; and whereas it is appre- 
hended that an attempt will be made therein to ex- 
tend to said territory the odious privilege of slave- 
holding—a privilege so repugrant to the principles 
of ovir constitution, so inconsistent with republican- 
ism, so abhorrent to the feclings of humanity, and 
so opposite to the true interests of that portion of 
the empire:—Therefore, 

2esolved, by the senate and house of representa- 

tives of the commonwealth of Penrsylvaniain gene- 
ral assembly met, That our senators and represen- 


rtatives in congress be requested to use their utmost 


endeavorsto prevent the introduction of slavery into 
Missouri, and every other state that may hereafter 
be admitted into the union. 

Resolved, That the governor be requested to trans- 
mit copies of the foregoing preamble and resolu- 
tion to each of our senatorsand representatives in 
congress.” : 

On motion of Mr. Frailey, the following preamble 
and resolution were unanimously adopted: 

«Whereas, since the last session of the legislature, 
Simon Snyper, one of the members of the senate, 
and late governor of the commonwealth, has depart- 
ed this life: Therefore, 

Resolved, That the members of the senate, deep- 
ly deploring his loss, will wear crape upon the left 
arm during the present session, as a mark ofrespect 
for the talents and eminent public services of the 
deceased, and his virtues in life.”? 

Maryland — 100,000 more, on account of mo- 
nies advanced by this state during the late war, 
have recently been paidto the state by the United 
States. 

Samuel Sprigg, esq. has been elected governor of 
this state—for Mr. Sprigg 49 votes; for Mr. Golds- 
borough, late governor, 36. The council consists 
of Messrs. Stephen, Duval and Wilkinson, of the 
Western shore, and Messrs. Butcher and Nabb, of 
the Eastern shore. William Pinkney and Edward 
Lloyd, esquires, have been elected senators of the 


one by expiration of the period of service, and the 
other by decease. 

Virginia. Col. Preston having served his consti- 
tutional period as governor of this commonwealth, 
col, Thomas Mann Randolph has been elected ir 
his place. Mr. Pleasants, late chairman of the 





naval ¢omumittee in the house ef representatives of 


United States—there having been two vacancies, 
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the United States, has been elected a senator of the 
U.S. vice Mr, Eppes, resigned. Mr. Pleasants re- 
tires from a situation which he has filled with great 
honor to himself and usefulness to his country. 

South Carolina. A resolution has passed the house 
of representatives to prohibit the further introduc- 
tion of free negroes into that state—93 ayes, 20 
noes. A motion was made toamend it by inserting, 
“except from statesin which such persons are citi- 
zens,” and rejected, ayes 34, noes 78: We should, 
however, have supposed this amendment unneces- 
sary. If a free black, who isa “citizen,” pleases to 
locate himself in South Carolina, he may undoubt- 
edly do so—any law of the state to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 

New Orleans. The yellow fever had ceased its 
ravages in this city on the 10th ult. It was believ- 
ec that upwards of three thousand persons had died 
of this disease there, during the past season—and 
those who recovered of it are said to be suffering 
with the fever and ague. 

Natchez. The Natchez Republican, of the 16th 
ult. announces the melancholy fact, that, up te that 
day, no change had taken place favorable to the 
health of the city, which would fustify the absent 
inhabitants in returning to their usual places of re- 
sidence. 


The Columbus. This magnificent ship ofthe line, 
built at Washington city, and intended for imme- 
diate service, for fear of detention by the ice, has 
has been towed by a steam boat down to St. Mary’s, 
where her equipment for sea will be completed. 
Com. Bainbridge commands her. 


The Yellow Stone expedition. It is.stated that the, 
objects of,government have been accomplished, as 
far as was expected this season. This fact must 
silence many unpleasant as well as unjust assaults 
upon individuals, with which one or two western 
papers have lately abounded. 


Lanzdon Cheves, Manuel Evre, and Nicholas Bid 
dle, of Philadelphia, John Mc Kim, jun. of Baltimore, 
and Charles E. Dudley, of New York, are appointed 
by the president, by and with the advice and con- 
sent of the senate, to be directors of the bank of 
the United States, on behalf of the government, for 
the ensuing year. 

Alabama. Gen. Jackson being at Huntsville, the 
legislature of Alabama passed a joint resolution in- 
viting him to a seat within the bar of their respec- 
tive houses. They also passeda set of resolutions 
highly complimentary to the “man of Orleans,” 
which were presented to him anda suitable reply 
returned. 

Missour?. The St. Louis Enquirer says—Not- 
withstanding the great number of persons who are 
held in check by the agitation of the slave question 
in congress, the emigration to Missouri is astonish- 
ingly great. Probably, from thirty to fifty wagons 
daily cross the Mississippiat the different ferries, 
and bring in an average of four to five hundred 
souls a day. The emigrants are principally from 
Kentucky, Tennessee, Virginia, and the states fur- 
ther south. They bring great numbers of> slaves, 
knowing that congress has no power to impose the agi- 
tated restriction, and that the people of Missouri will 
never adopt it. 


The season.—A letter from Louisville, Ky. of the 
6th ult. states, fhe woods and prairies for forty 
miles in almost every direction, and at intervals 
from this to Lexington, a distance of 74 miles, are 
ina blaze. ‘She smoke has almost suffocated us 
Proprietors of 





T ra 
woodlands have been making great exertions 
stop the flames, but have alveady sustained very 
heavy losses. Such a season has-never been witnes- 
sed in this section of the country. Horses and 
horned cattle are suffering severely, and some have 
died with a distressing disorder of the tongue, 
which they have termed the tongue distemper. It 
first shews itself in lumps on the tongue, after- 
wards the throat is affected an‘ the animal is 
unable to chew or swallow. I apprehend that this 
is occasioned by continued thirst; as when travel- 
ling, I have frequently called at 4 or 3 public 
houses, distant from each other 3 or 4 miles, with- 
out being able to get any water for my horses. 
They-can furnish water for the man, but are com- 
pelled: to refuse it to his horse.” | 


Arkansas tervitory.—The new government las 
gone into effect. The judges, who are by law the 
legislature, met at.the Post, and passed a judicial 
law.—-James Bates, esq. is appointed circuit judge. 
The people are petitioning to be changed into the 
second grade of government. - The emigrations and 
improvements in the territory are immense, and 
the time is rapidly approaching, when the popula- 
tion will justify the establishment of a new state. 

| ' Miss. Gaz. 

Steam ship. The steam ship Savannah, captain 
Rogers, arrived at Savannah, in 50 days from St. 
Petersburg, (Russia) via Copenhagen, Arundel, and 
Norway, and 33 days from the offings, all well, and, 
tO use Captain Rogers’ own phrase, neither a screw, 
bolt, or a rope yarn parted, although she experienced 
very rough weather. 


Washington city, Dec. 18.—Arrived at this port 
on the 16th inst. the elegant steam ship Savannah, 
captain Rovers, from St. Petersburgh, Russia, via 
Savannah, in fifty days from the former place, 
having touched, on her passage home, four: days 
xt Copenhagen, and four days at Arundel in Nor- 
way. She encountered a very heavy gale in the 
North sea, and two trom Yavannah to this port «one 
from the north east after leaving Savannah bar, 
and one from the north west on this side of cape 
Hatteras-~having only ten hours fair wind on her 
passage from Savannah—which place she left on 
4th inst. she also encountered many other gales on 
her passage out, and has met with no accident, ex- 
cepting the loss of a small boat and anchors. Her 
machinery has met with no accident; her wheels 
are so constructed as to be taken all on board in 
from ten or twenty minutes, which leaves the ves- 
sel in the same situation as any other ordinary ship, 
and as-eapable of resisting the action of the waves. 
Pipi ewenty miles this side of cape Hatteras, to 
tliis place, she came by the power of steam only, 
against the severe north west gale we have had the 
iast three days. 


Subterraneous garden.—A curieus account of asub- 
terraneaus garden, formed at the bottom of the Per- 
cy Main Pit, Newcastle, by the furnace-keeper, was 
communicated atthe last quarterly meeting of the 
Caledonian Horticultural Society. The plants are 
formed in the bottom of the mine, by the light and 
radiant heat of an open stave, constantlf¥ maintained 
tor the sake of ventilation. The same letter com- 
municated an account of an extensive natural hot- 
bed, near Dudley, Staffordshire, which is heated by 
means of the slow combustion of coal at some depth 
below the surface. From this natural hot-bed, a 
gardener raises annually, crops of different kinds of 
culinary vegetables, which are. earlier by some 
weeks than those in surrounding gardens—Lov.pap. 


